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H remember that in a trip to Italy, three or
four years ago, some Friends from there
told me that they used to envy Spanish
people because we used to live pretty well
in our country and our economy used to
work correctly... Those were the days! How
quickly we’ve become the worst country
of the old continent even in the number of
attendees in every kind of custom events!
Meanwhile the ltalians, those who used
to told us that the envied us, in the least
important of their events there were more
people than in our best one. In the Verona
Motor Bike Expo, without going any fur-
ther, the number of attendees is larger than
its previous edition, this time more than
140.000 persons went there. This, together
with the last Eicma of Milan that also broke
a record, makes ltaly a world reference of
custom event’s organization and success.
This Motor Bike Expo’s organization run
by Francesco Agnoletto and Paola Somma
has been a great job. And most importantly:
they perfectly knew what the public want-
ed to see in an event like this one; and the
guests, who came from the both sides of
the Atlantic Ocean, had an standing in the
custom scene that showed it. Between
them we found Cory and Zach Ness, Kirk
Taylor (Custom Design Studio9, Chris Rich-
ardson (LA Speed Shop), Danny Schneider
(Hardnine Choppers), Peder Johansson
(Hoghtech), Laurent Dutruel (Zen Motorcy-
cles), or the famous photographer Michael
Lichter.
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In order to defend the café racer’s move-
ment which is stronger day after day, had
an exclusive space in the Motor Bike Expo,
Mark Wilsmore took to Verona his Ace
Café London. But he wasn’t the only one
who did it because some specialists went
there like the French Atelier Speed Shop,
In Clutch We Trust, Rulershaker, Kikishop
Custom or Pure Motorcycles, the Spanish
builder David Borras, better known as “The
Solitary Man”, and a lot of Italians like Pi-
etro Figini of TpR Italian Factory, Franco
Augello of Moto Sumisura, Roberto Totti
of Totti Motori, and of course Mr. Martini,
one of the better and more active European
builders of Triumph and the official dealer
of the British brand in Verona, whose stand
was between the more amazing ones (and
visited by the public) of the whole hall.
About bike’s brands and supplier industry,
Verona was a great chance to showcase
to the public their novelties. BMW took
advantage of the Motor Bike Expo to show
on live the R-Nine-T that will be shortly
commercialized, the ltalian builder of stock
custom bikes Headbanger showed in his
stand the 2014’s models of Hollister, Foxy
Lady, High Flyin, Summertime, Woodstock,
Boogie, and Gipsy Soul that we’ve already
seen in Milan, which have more and more
acceptance, and Mark Upham, the main
“guilty” of the reborn of the mythical brand
Brough Superior, showed in his stand the
140hp’s SS100 that he will build in small
series of 20 bikes per year.
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24.295.26
SanbARy 2014

VERONA-ITALY

On Sunday, as is usual, took place the

Custom Chrome Bike Show Series’ Awards
that were divided into three categories. The
Old School Jammer, where the bobber Flat-
head of Inglorious Bastards won; Rev Tech,
whose winner was Carlo Colombo of Asso
Special Bike with his carbon’s 199RRs and
Modified Harley, where Motoracing Roddo-
lo had the success; and the one that won
the Best of Show’s award was the amazing
Klassy 9 of Cycle Kraft.

| finish this article saying the usual: “the
Motor Bike Expo is one of the better and
more important events of Europe where
everyone who likes bikes, no matter the
style, should go at least once in their lives”.
See you the next year!
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